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Four months after Dennis Archer bid adieu to Detroit's mayoral manse, Kwame Kilpatrick is ready to give his furniture the heave-ho.
 
It's nothing personal. It's just that he and his wife, Carlita Kilpatrick, aren't sure their twin 6-year-old boys and infant son will fully appreciate the 18 Henredon Chippendale-style mahogany side chairs, 19th-Century Waterford 16-light crystal chandelier or Georgian-style mahogany two-pedestal banquet table that served the Archers during their eight years in the Manoogian Mansion.
 
So those distinguished items -- along with dozens of others in 150 lots made up mostly of furniture, plus some artwork and mirrored wall sconces -- will be auctioned at 11 a.m. April 20. The proceeds, which could exceed $200,000, will help the Kilpatricks put their own stamp on Detroit's official residence.
 
"We've got some wonderful things being auctioned, but they don't fit in with the young family of the Kilpatricks," Ernest DuMouchelle, whose downtown gallery will sell the items, said Wednesday. "With the Archers, it was a more formal type of living."
 
DuMouchelle said desks, entertainment centers, sofas and a linen press from the second-floor master bedroom, his favorite, are among the items for sale.
 
All were purchased for the mansion by the nonprofit Manoogian Mansion Society, which helped the Archers redecorate after Coleman Young left office in 1993 after 20 years as mayor.
 
"There's nothing rare," DuMouchelle said.
 
The items for sale and estimated sale prices are listed on DuMouchelle's Web site, www.dumouchelles.com. Price estimates range from $75 to several thousand dollars. Some furnishings are on display at DuMouchelles, at 409 E. Jefferson, where the public auction will be held.
 
The furnishings will be on display from 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. April 12 through April 18. On April 17, the exhibit will be open until 8:30 p.m.
 
A Kilpatrick spokeswoman, Shannon McCarthy, said the mayor and his family worked with the Manoogian Mansion Society to identify which items could be auctioned. She said furnishings donated by Alex and Marie Manoogian in 1966, when they gave their home to the city, are not being auctioned. If those pieces do not fit in with the Kilpatricks' plans, they will be put in storage, she said.
 
The Kilpatricks haven't said when they plan to move into the mansion.
 
Contact M.L. ELRICK at 313-223-3327 or elrick@freepress.com.
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